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ill I
PI Jolin McGraw Clark Griffith and

tber managers have a saying tliat
tney like tnelr bal1 players a littl0

ImlHilY "queer."

It is a peculiar fact that in a busi- -

jj IjnJllj ness which pays tremendous salaries
filllll iiP some of the biggest stars of base- -

llllllll bal1 aro "nuts"

!,Jijj There were "Rube" Waddell and

ill ill 111 "Bugs" Raymond, two of the great--

'lliil PtJ es Pcers yy ever Aung a ball

i uElfllrl! across a plate. They were "nuts ' of

I f! llljJI the most pronounced type.

lift! jl A "nut" when It comes to an--

ll lfllfl alysis, at least in baseball, is a gen--

tlin'i I tleman who esteems himself highly.

lillifl fc is tDs BOrt ' Da nla'er wno

Il'flllf makes the bestplayer.
1 1

nij-- j Tho player who thinks he can beat
'I II li'II n0 ner eU'w' at anything, who
I .I j never is out in his own mind no
I rlllrJ! matter what the umpire may say,

s t Pjj who thinks he is better than any
I II Pi' Pitcher and consequently can hit

anything that ever was tossed across
illlflll

S

rr
a Dae B ""bal a better player

H lit rii! than one whose intelligence may tell
fl lllllm m a caimot do or is not a
If ill these things.

II THE LATEST

umjT.n

llllili Bonny Kauff, who is flashing
il111 II across the Federal league ca-

ll! jj cutcheon this season, and who is
s fl; said to be the best young ball play-H- fi

il er tna; as been evePei since Ty
ISIlBlltf Cobb broke in, is said to be a "nut"
11 lu 11 Benny loads himself down with
li fliHl some $3,000 worth of diamonds ev--'I

Itilll crytlme he dons his street clothes.
Ifill'l He 8 a Sacr ' tho Zimmerman

order, wholly without, temperament
filllH ' but wIth plonty temPer and not

Ill llllf 1 at a11 Elven to introspection.

I II iff Ho has what novelIsts cs' a sin- -
Blc-tra- mind. These single-trac- k

IliipMIi mInd ball players are the best.
' rann Baker was a conspic- -

uous example of the ball player
IlwlrlP

with the single track mind.

n't been he never could
IlitA have mae a hme run In a world's
fllffli series four of them in fact.

HHit When Baker faced "Rubo" Mar-- 1
II1 Quard In that famous series ho con- -

!SK1 contrated entirely upon the matter
at band which was to hit tho b&sc- -

SlllR'1 Hfi,was not thwarted In his design
IflUff by the multltudIno18 oxtraenous de- -

II il'i taI1 6t a world'8 series the fact
Hill' that 30,00 fans wero yelling at him
IJ 111 and wondering if he could Buataln
IlltlUfl' e record no bad made as a slug- -
pjli I I Eer
jjjjlljjl

I I 111' Ifc iB tncse Payers who are con-i- ll

Jj stantly wondering what the other
f fellows are thinking of them that.

jjHt fail miserably in the "big leagues."
!P J A man may burn up a minor

fti league and yet when ho reaches tho

IB
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IN A HAPPY

major leagues his imagination runs
riot, he is unable to concentrate
and ho fails.

"Iuts" as a rule are" unimaginativo
players. They have single-trac- k

minds and they can concentrate.
Combined with a Vaulting egotism
which Ib the thirty-thir- d degree of
pure conceit, the averago baseball
"nut" has precisely the correct state
of mind to do things under stress

when the imaginative fellow, less
sure of himself and too much aware
of his responsibility cracks wido
open and goes down in baseball his-

tory as another "bloomer."

THE COLLEGIAN.

Branch Rickey, manager of tho
St Louis Browns, favors a ball team'
of players. Ho main-

tains they are mentally more active
and consequently able to play more
and bettor baseball than tho man

whoso mind had not been trained to
think.

Clarko Griffith, "Foxy Grlf," as he
ia known to baseball fans of a na-
tion, widely disagrees with Rickey

i

and declares that for the very rea-

son college men have minds trained
to think they cannot fail to bo more
imaginative and henco more suscep-
tible to the. pxtraenous detail of the- -

gams.
For that reason ho counts them of

less value than the single-trac- k

mind that comes off tho sand-lot- s,

reads scarcely well enough.to know
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what tho newspapers aro saying of
him, caring less what they think
of him and concentrating entirely
on the matter at hand which is to
hit tho ball, field It and run tho
baaea.

It is a fact that only one great
star bofore tho public today ip a
college man and whatever damaging;
imagination his mind training gave
him ho offsets by the most-beautif-

concentration ever seen on a base-

ball field.

That man is Edward Trowbrldgo'
Collins, a graduate of the Universi-
ty of Columbia,, and accounted one

ii i'i i i,i my iriyp iMjmjjiiiMiMjiii

of the swiftest thlnkerB in baseball.
A NOTABLE

EXCEPTIO
Lacking' physical ruggedness to

stand the gruelling strain of a
championship race, one after anoth-
er, Collins substitutes for this a re-
markable concentration. He can put
more life into a single play than any
man on any Infield In baseball to-
day.

But Lajole, Jackson, Zimmerman,
Bresnahan, Kauff and dozens of eth-
er first-wat- er players came into uho
league relatively illiterate.

They were unhampered by any im- -

agination that ran not. mey Ttra

impervious to the pit-fal- ls built ty

this one quality that has taken many

men out of tho big leagues who m-

echanically were able to play bli

league baseball could they havedoal

it under stress.
Lajole is of the phlegmatic typa.

His confidence in himself Is illlmit

able.
There never was a pitcher that

Lajole secretly did not believe he

could hit safely anytime he wiahei

Cobb is of the more dynamic type,

gifted with an Imagination, but Iti

an aggression which completely o2

sets any deleterious effect common

to mental Introspection.
Cobb must havo Imagination tit

he could not devise and execute tho

base running plays bo continually

plays on catchers. Ho is naturally

smart and congenially aggressive.

His aggression Is greater than his

imagination for what his brain d-

evises his body flghtB for with tM

most vicious vitality extant on tW

diamond.

.UN'DtAGINATITB
PLATEES.

Jackson, Zimmerman and KauC

are unimaginativo fellows with pr-

ecisely the right state of mind to do

"' things on tho baseball field, ft'

they aro bothered only by one thin?

at a time, minds perfectly slngl

trackchl
io do

Such players are more apt

things in the pinch that the smarter

ball player, given to moods that art

influeuted by immaterial detail, can- -
.

not do.
For example, when Cobb steps to

the plate he goes there to get a hi

becauso Cobb can get a hit bfn

Cobb wants to, or so he thinks. The

imaginative player goes to the pl
J

to get a hit becauso it will he,p0
team to win and vindicate him

eye of certain carping critics, e

Perceive the distinctioa In the

ferenco! Cobb is concerned onr

with getting a
against the other fcllovr wM

concerned with getting a hit bee

It means, etc.; Imagination.

ceutration against imagination.

single-trac- k mind against tho j

trained to operate a dozen tracK
a w

Baseballicly tho victory

will bo on the side of tho 1
track mind, though usually J"6-

- I
as John McGraw says', ,1

queer." 1


